Fall 2021

hillcresthighlights
Understanding
God’s Blueprint
for Hillcrest

Many churches face power struggles
and confusion because they fail to
embrace God’s design for church
leadership. Pastor Mark and our
deacons have been studying what
the Bible teaches about leadership
and are announcing the launch of
“Blueprint”, a new 8-week preaching
series that will help us understand
more of the Master Architect’s plan
for Hillcrest. Join us for worship each
Sunday this fall as our pastors present
timely messages from Paul’s letters
to Timothy and Titus, while explaining
the “So What” for Hillcrest.

Fall - 2021

Sunday, September 12
Reboot Sunday is the official restart of a new ministry year at Hillcrest. Join us
in the lobby and our newly renovated atrium for coffee and a pastry on Sunday,
Sept. 12 at 10 a.m. to learn more about how you can Connect, Grow, Serve,
and Share at Hillcrest and with our local ministry partners. Leaders from Love,
INC, UCAN City Mission and Options Care Center will join members of our
Missions Team to answer questions and help those interested to get involved
in the any of Hillcrest’s eight local ministry partners.
Options within Hillcrest include the following:
MOPS/Moms Next
resuming Thursday, Sept. 2, 7 p.m.
This year MOPS will meet on the
1st Thursday evening of the month
to connect mothers of children from
infants to preschoolers. Events
in September, February, and May
will bring all the moms together at
Hillcrest. Moms will meet in small
groups in homes for other monthly
gatherings for social interaction,
learning, encouragement, and fun.
AWANA Fun Fair
& Registration Night
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Weekly Bible club nights resume on
Sept. 15, 6:30-8 p.m. for kids from
age 3 to 6th grade. Club members
memorize Bible verses, learn in ageappropriate lesson time, and have fun
with friends.
Jump Start Podcast
new episodes each Monday resuming
Sept. 13

Hillcrest University
Fall Quarter Classes
beginning Sunday, Sept. 5, 10 a.m.
See page 3 for class listings
Outbound Youth
Parent/Youth Luncheon, Sunday,
Sept. 12, 12:15 p.m.
See page 2 for details
Ladies’ Craft Day
Saturday, Sept. 25, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Bring your own project and spend
the day, or a few hours, connecting
with other women while you work on
whatever needlework or craft that you
enjoy. Provide your own lunch and a
snack to share.
Hillcrest Christian Preschool
First day of school, Monday, Sept. 13
Visit www.hillcrestjamestown.com for
details on these and other ministries
and events.

S.A.L.T.
Hillcrest’s older adult
ministry chose the name
“S.A.L.T.” (Servants as
Living Testimonies) and
is off to a great start with
monthly events for emptynesters and older with a
20 trip to Sight and Sound to see “Queen
picnic at Allen Park and a Lake Erie cruise
Esther.” Cost is $230 per person, double
at Presque Isle.
occupancy. Contact Pastor Jeff for
The next fun fellowship event, a Potluck
reservations.
and slide show, is set for Thursday, Sept.
Pastor Jeff is joined by Fanny Matter,
23. Dick Olson will present “Magical
Kimberly Park, Patty Bennett, Nancy
Moments in Nature.” Mark your calendars
Nordwall, Jean Beach, Bob Keefe,
for dinner at Ada Miller’s on October 20.
Rosemarie Keefe, and Dick and Allyce
A few spots remain for the November 19- Johnson in planning activities for S.A.L.T.

Outbound Youth

Hi everyone! My name is Ben Soffel, and I am the new Director of
Student & Young Adult Ministries at Hillcrest. The big change for
Outbound Youth this year, besides the change in leadership, is the
switch from meeting on Wednesday to Sunday: this year youth group
will gather on Sundays at the Family Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Families that include youth in grades 6-12 are invited to join me on Reboot Sunday,
Sept. 12, following the 11 a.m. service for lunch. I’ll present my vision for our youth
and highlight some upcoming events for the fall. I’m really excited about these plans.
Our first Outbound event will be on Sunday, Sept.19, for the Fall Kick-Off, then we’ll
continue to meet on Sunday nights for our weekly school year gatherings. I am
praying that many students will join us in September and that they will be challenged
to think deeply, serve enthusiastically, and worship authentically during our time
together. Be sure to visit the church website and follow us on social media to stay upto-date with the Outbound Youth schedule!
This summer has been the perfect opportunity for me to connect with our Outbound
Youth as I’ve started out in my new position. I have really enjoyed getting to know
each of our students during Friday night Open House gatherings and at the Junior
High Day Camp at Mission Meadows in July. God is doing a mighty work in the lives
of our youth, and it is awesome to be a part of it!

Adopt-a-Student Prayer Ministry
Can you pray for a student at Hillcrest?

Connect
& Grow!
Opportunities to
connect with a
Growth Group
or Sunday class continue to expand.
The Deep & Wide goal to double our
Growth Groups has been met as over 80
individuals now regularly meet with one
of nine different Growth Groups.
On Sundays this fall we hope to double
the number currently attending classes
at 10 a.m. Four Hillcrest University
classes will be offered for adults along
with classes for middle school and high
school youth and preschoolers plus
Discovery Town for elementary-age
children.
Wayne and Joan Eppehimer found
that their group was “a really good
opportunity to connect and get to know
people on a deeper level since we are
newer at the church.” Joan adds, “I
also appreciate the interaction between
younger and older generations within our
group.”
Gretchen Benson describes her Growth
Group as “a fun bunch of people.” In
addition to praying together and laughing
together, she says “we’re able to learn
things about God and share thoughts
with others who may see things from a
different perspective.”
Pastor Mark sees the COVID-19
pandemic as a motivator for those who
have joined a Growth Group. He explains,
“The past 18 months have been hard on
many levels for all of us. It’s obvious that
people are hungry for God’s Word and
hungry for face-to-face relationships.
Growth Groups meet both needs.”

The Adopt-a-Student prayer ministry is returning this fall. We are looking for members
of our church family to “adopt” a student and commit to covering them in prayer this Contact the church office if you’re
interested in connecting with one of our
school year. This prayer ministry will run from September to June.
existing Growth Groups or being a part
Student registration cards are available now at the Information Station. Be on the
of starting a new group, and plan to bring
look-out for a sign-up sheet for adult partners at the Information Station or contact
the entire family on Sundays at 10 a.m.
Ben Soffel with any questions about how to get involved.

Full Slate of
Classes for
Sunday Mornings
Our Fall Reboot includes classes
for all ages from preschool to
adult, along with nursery care
for infants and toddlers, during
our Sunday education hour at 10
a.m. The fall quarter begins on
Sunday, Sept. 5

Preschool Class &
Discovery Town for
Children
Amy Livingston returns to Room 300 with ageappropriate lessons and activities for preschoolage children.
The Discovery Town team led by Michelle Mattson continue their
exciting program for children from kindergarten to 5th grade at
the Family Center. For the month of September, the kids will focus
on the basic truth “I can trust God no matter what,” memorizing
Colossians 3:23a, and learning to apply God’s truth through
“Initiative: Seeing what needs to be done and doing it.”
The two-hour program keeps kids active and engaged with large
group activities, small group lessons, and interesting videos. Drop-off is at 9:45-10
a.m. with pick-up following the 11 a.m. worship service.

Youth classes for middle school and
high school student will study “10
Questions Every Teen Should Ask
(and Answer) About Christianity,” by
Rebecca McLaughlin. Ben Soffel and
a team of teachers will lead the youth
classes.
Adults can select from four class
options:

● Grace for the Living

Tim Davison leads this study the grace
of God by focusing on how grace
affects and changes our way of living
and decision-making while serving
God. Tim digs deep while taking
plenty of time to answer questions and
encourage discussion.

● The Gospel Reset Evangelism

The Gospel hasn’t changed, but our
culture has changed. Lyn and Kathy
Osgood lead these video-based
sessions created by Ken Ham of
Answers in Genesis that will equip
and encourage us to share the Gospel
message in a way that people today will
truly understand.

● Shaped for Significance

God shaped you for significance! You
are more than created to fit in, you are
created to stand out. That’s why God
gave you a spiritual gift to serve others
inside and outside the church. These
Sunday sessions led by Pastor Jeff
will explore the biblical foundation for
our third purpose of serving. Discover

your aptitudes and find your place to
connect with others meaningfully.

● I Said This, You Heard That and
Five Lies That Ruin Relationships
Relationships are not always easy. Join
this two-part video series beginning
with, I Said This, You Heard That, by
Kathleen Edelman. This 6-session
study explores how your wiring affects
what you say, how you listen, and
how others hear you.  We’ll follow that
with Chip Ingram’s series, Five Lies
That Ruin Relationships, during which
we’ll define five of the most common
lies that have the potential to ruin
relationships with those we love. Carli
Wright facilitates this group.

The Healing Journey
The Healing Journey provides a path
for life-change through comprehensive
Bible study leading to healing from
mental, emotional, or spiritual wounds.
Tracy Hewitt leads a Women’s Healing
Journey at Hillcrest on Monday
evenings starting September 13.

with Hard Feelings, Forgiving Our
Offenders, Grieving Our Losses, and
During her five years of experience
Trusting God. Through the weekly Bible
with the program as a prayer partner,
study in a confidential small group
participant, and trainee, Tracy says,
setting, participants learn God’s healing
“I’ve seen God do things in lives that are principles and move toward a place of
pretty amazing.”
wholeness and freedom.
“God led me to The Healing Journey at Women interested in attending can
a time when I was in a lot of emotional
reach out to Tracy at rockofstrength@
pain,” explains Tracy. “God has healed
outlook.com or 716-499-6369. Men are
areas of my life and has allowed me to
invited to check out a Men’s Healing
live a more purposeful and peaceful life. Journey either in-person at Findley
My relationship with God has improved.” Lake or a potential virtual session if
The 29-week program covers themes
of Exposing the Lies We Believe,
Relinquishing Power and Control to
God, Understanding God’s Perspective,
Shedding Our Victim Identities, Dealing

enough interest is shown. Visit www.
hishealinglight.org for details and
contact information on the Findley Lake
session, or contact the church office to
indicate interest in a men’s virtual group.

Wise Guys
Men’s Retreat
A weekend of worship,
instruction, recreation, and
connection awaits at the 2021
Converge Men’s Retreat, Sept.
17-18, at Camp Burton, Burton,
Ohio. “Wise Guys: How to Get
Life Right” is the theme with
featured speaker Brian Weber,
Converge MidAtlantic executive
minister.
Some may remember one of
Brian’s visits to Hillcrest. He
is an engaging speaker who
brings experience, insight, and
enthusiasm to his teaching and
leadership. At the retreat his
messages will focus on how men
can “get it right” by living a life
following God’s Word.
The retreat cost of $60 includes
meals and access to an
abundance of camp activities
including a climbing wall, game
loft, axe throwing, basketball,
cornhole, horseshoes, shooting
sports, hiking, golf range, table
games, and jam sessions. The
event is open to men from
high school age through senior
citizens.
Visit campburton.org to register
or leave your name with the
church office if you’re interested
and want to try to connect with
others to attend together.

Church Family to Press into Prayer
If you have ever wanted your walk with
Jesus to have more power, a special
church-wide focus on prayer is for you!
Beginning on Monday, September 27,
the entire church family is invited to
enter into “21 Days of Deeper Prayer”.
Kim Johnson is leading a team of prayer
leaders to prepare special materials and
prayer gatherings throughout the 21
days. “I am excited for this next 21 Days
of Deeper Prayer personally because I
always find that it refocuses my walk with

the Lord and draws me closer to Him in a 5:16, “The prayer
fresh way,” Kim shares.
of a righteous
person is powerful
Each spring and fall, Hillcrest plans a
and effective.” There is
prayer emphasis. Kim recognizes the
nothing more powerful than a believer, or
timeliness of this prayer effort. “I am
a church, on their knees!
praying our church family will join us
because the world is such an unsettling
place, but prayer is the greatest weapon
God gives us. Pressing into God through
prayer gives us hope!” Kim and a team of
prayer leaders are challenging the church
family to believe the promise of James

The 21 Days of Deeper Prayer guides
will be available in the church lobby
beginning Sunday, September 12 for a
suggested donation of $5. This 112-page
book provides a practical daily guide for
individual prayer.

Night of Worship & Prayer Set for September 25
Sunday morning worship is great but
can leave you wanting more. That’s
why a powerful Night of Worship &
Prayer is being planned for 6:30 pm,
Saturday, September 25.
Hannah Pacheco and Ben Soffel have
been working with several prayer
ministry leaders to craft a dynamic

evening of varied worship music styles
interspersed with prayer. Hannah
explains, “It’s so exciting service
to plan another Night of Worship &
Prayer! It has been a tough season, so
now more than ever, we need to stand
strong and pray boldly together!” Ben
adds, “We are selecting older and

newer songs, hymns and contemporary
worship music, all designed to move us
into God’s presence and help connect
us to His heart.”
The Night of Worship & Prayer will be
a prelude for the 21 Days of Deeper
Prayer that begins on Monday,
September 27.

Prayer Walk for Jamestown
Kathy Collver invites all to “speak the
holy name of Jesus with me as we walk
through the streets of Jamestown” for
Prayer Walk 2.0 on Saturday, Sept. 11,
starting at 10 a.m. Participants should
gather at Baker Park, corner of 4th
and Jefferson Streets, from where the
leaders will guide them along a “parade
route” through downtown Jamestown.
“The day I learned that the Memorial
Day parade was to be cancelled in
Jamestown was the same day that I
read of an alarming number of drugrelated deaths in Jamestown, and I felt
again the heaviness of this oppressive
infection of sin in a world full of fear.
Had this pandemic of sin and virus of

hopelessness forever killed any hope
left for our cities and families?” she
explains.
She responded by organizing the first
prayer walk on July 17 which was wellattended and well-received. For this
walk, Kathy is inspired by the lyrics of
“Speak Jesus,” a new song by Kings
Porch, which starts “I just want to speak
the name of Jesus/Over every heart and
every mind.”
She encouraged everyone to “speak
His name over all fear and anxiety, the
souls held captive, over addiction and
strongholds in our community. He is
our only hope. The battle is His. We are
the conduits of this great power in the

name of Jesus that can overcome the
darkness. Together we are stronger.”
Kathy emphasizes that the prayer walk
is “a parade to an audience of One,
the only One who can bring spiritual
awakening to our communities. She
asks that no one bring banners or signs;
there is no music or chanting. The focus
is on prayer, as individuals or in small
groups, while walking along the route.
“Pray Jamestown” t-shirts will be
available for $12. After returning to
Baker Park, participants are invited
to a picnic and fellowship at Stan
Plymel’s service station, corner of 5th
& Washington. Hot dogs are provided;
other food is available for purchase.

Annual Report

FINANCIAL REPORT 2020/2021

2019-2021 New Members

Income

Tadd Alexander, Tim Davison & Portia
Rose, Ben Langford, Lee & Carolyn
Mattson, Heather Morrison, Ben &
Abbey Soffel

Baptisms

Will Benson, Mandie Chapman, Martin
Dibble, Anastacia Jayett, Ben Langford,
Reanna Lanphere, Makayla Lewis,
Samuel Olson, Ben Soffel, Adeline
Wright, Owen Wright

Homegoings

Lois Howard, January, 2021; Sharon
Kizer, April 2021; Carolyn Stafford,
February, 2021

Budget
20/21

General Giving

$424,000

Designated Missions

19,493

Preschool

63,655

Benevolent Fund

9,000

PPP Government Grant
Other Income

26,566

Total Income

Expenses

Salaries/Fringe

Mission Board & Designated
Mission Giving

GIVING HISTORY 18/19 - 20/21

*71,502

173,343

$564,966

$12,561

68,900

168,034

$586,150

*includes carryover from previous year

Budget

$421,957

$432,936

$460,121

$495,000

20/21

Actuals

Budget

$72,899

$74,215

7/1 - 8/24/2021

20,150

349,216

Actuals

21/22 Year-to-Date Giving History

25,198

9,000

320,121

Actuals
19/20

9,284

21,881

42,000

316,993

Actuals
18/19

39,419

20,000

$586,150

$542,714

Balance

21,624

$495,000

$577,527

160,762

Total Expenses

$460,121

Budget
21/22

$542,714

64,959

Operating Expenses

Actuals
20/21

21/22

7/1 - 8/24/2021

2021-22 Church Officers
Dave Anderson, chairman; Bruce Kidder, 1st vice-chairman;
Wendy Roof, recording secretary; Gretchen Benson, asst.
recording secretary; Gail Loberg (elected 2017), treasurer;
Linda Beck, asst. treasurer. All elected 2021 except as noted.
Deacon Board: Dave Anderson, Lyn Osgood, Lyle Roof-1st
term, expires 2024; Kevin Walbesser-2nd term, expires 2023;
Craig Lassinger-2nd term, expires 2022; Rob Wagner-1st
term, expires 2022
Christian Education Board: Holly Anderson, Michelle
Mattson-1st term, expires 2024; Michelle Boedecker, Leah
Watkins-2nd term, expires 2024; Sarah Rounds-2nd term,
expires 2023; Jennifer Collins, Lynette Olson-1st term,
expires 2022

Trustee Board: Maynard Cotter, Dave Erickson, Eric Hewitt,
Kevin Walbesser-1st term, expires 2024; Stan Collver, Al
Johnson, Paul Mattson, Ron Seaburg-2nd term expires 2024;
John Watkins-2nd term, expires 2023; Glen Dickerson-1st
term, expires 2022; Justin Martin-2nd term expires 2022
Missions Committee: Bob & Jean Beach, Dave & Libby
Childs, Walt & Nancy Pickut, Erhard & Kathy Welker
Finance Committee: Linda Beck, Tim Davison, Gail Loberg,
Wayne Young

Missionary Update
During the summer months several of
our foreign missions partners spent
some time in Jamestown before
returning to their ministries in other
parts of the world.

Nate and Amy Kidder and their three
children spent a busy three months in
the United States this summer. After
successfully hurdling the obstacles
of COVID testing and a very long
flight from Ethiopia to St. Louis, they
were able to connect with family and
supporting churches in Kansas, North
Carolina, New York, Kentucky and a few
stops in-between.

Coming Events at a Glance
Deb Guzman returned to the United
States and Mexico from Thailand for a
brief visit in July. She reported, “I was
able to go to Mexico, mourn at the
passing of a loved one, and see some
of the folks whom I had worked with
during the 33 years spent in ministry
there.”
She spent time with her daughter in
Texas, got vaccinated for COVID,
and completed some necessary visa/
immigration requirements. Deb was in
Jamestown for five days “which went by
quickly.”

During their stay in Jamestown, we
heard an update on Nate’s work as a
professor at Evangelical Theological
College in Addis Ababa, and Amy’s new
ministry ventures. Their three children,
Karina, Ethan, and Gavin, were
baptized at Hillcrest on July 4, and Nate
completed course work at Southern
Seminary in Louisville, KY.

Her return trip to Thailand was filled
with obstacles, but with God’s help she
completed the lengthy journey and is
now back to teaching English to Thai
students. She recently learned that
one of her students has accepted the
Lord as well as another person she has
witnessed to. Others continue to show
interest in a God and faith they know
little about.

They arrived safely back home on
August 16.

Her correspondence typically ends
“Thank you for your prayers.”
Bart & Leslie D. have returned to Asia
where they are exploring opportunities
to take the message of Jesus to Uyghur
refugees in Turkey. Their updates are
filled with the names of many with
whom they are able to share the gospel
and to pray. Continue to pray for them
as they travel and seek direction for
their future ministry.
A portion of every dollar given to
Hillcrest benefits these and other
foreign missions partners as well as
our local ministry partners serving the
Jamestown area.
Missionary Nate Kidder joins Pastor
Mark in baptizing Nate & Amy’s son
Gavin during a July worship service.

SEPTEMBER
2

MOPS/Moms Next

5

Hillcrest University fall quarter begins

6

Labor Day, church office closed

8

AWANA Fun Fair & Registration

12

Reboot Sunday
Outbound family luncheon
HCPS Open House

13

HCPS first day of school
The Healing Journey begins

17-18 Converge Men’s Retreat
22

See You At The Pole

23

S.A.L.T. Potluck & Slide Show

25

Ladies’ Craft Day.

OCTOBER
2

Fall Work Day (tentative)

7

MOPS/Moms Next

9

Ministry Orientation 101

16

CLMI at Mission Meadows

20

S.A.L.T. Dinner

23

Walk for Life

30

Trunk & Treat

Don’t Miss These Ongoing
Weekly Gatherings!
Sunday morning worship,
in-person or live stream,
8:45 & 11 a.m.
Sunday evening
live stream worship, 7 p.m.
Jump Start Podcast/Mondays
Ladies’ Bible Study
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.
Fresh Prayer LIVE,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. on
Facebook & YouTube
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Flagpole
Dedication

We had a wonderful time
of remembrance and
dedication of the new
flagpole in front of our
building on August 22.
Thanks to the Erickson
family, who gave generously
in memory of Walt and
Tessie, along with other
memorial gifts the American
flag flies in recognition of
the freedom we enjoy in our
county and the Christian flag
flies in honor of the spiritual
freedom we experience in
Christ.

Hillcrest Christian Preschool
Our preschool staff is excited to start a new school
year with full enrollment in most classes.
School administrator Laurie
Lassinger and lead teacher Barb
Hanson are ready for another year
of learning and fun with our 3- and
4-year-old students. Open house
for enrolled students is Sunday,
Sept. 12 with the first day of
classes following on Sept. 13.

