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Spring - 2022

BIG Upper Room
Returns for Holy Week
Venture back in time to the
upper room where Jesus ate his
last supper. Enjoy a delicious
Mediterranean dinner with your
family and friends. Discover how
Jesus’ death and resurrection
redefined the Jewish feast of
Passover and experience Jesus’
love for you in a whole new way. All
of this is coming
with Hillcrest’s
original dinner
Dinner Theater
theater, The BIG
Menu:
Upper Room.
Chicken Marsala
Mediterranean
Chickpea Salad
Carrot Soufflé
Fresh-baked Bread
Matzo Crunch Dessert

The cast includes
Jon Meyer as
Nicodemus,
Michele Harms
as Mary, and
Malachi Olson as
John Mark. More
than a dozen
other Hillcrest

adults and children play supporting
roles. Lyle Roof has assembled
an excellent cooking team while
Shirley Swenson oversees
sets, Libby Childs manages
costumes, Kathy Osgood handles
reservations, Pastor Jeff Johnson
and Dave Anderson cover sound,
and Michele Harms and Pastor
Mark Hinman serve as director and
producer.
Four performances are planned at
5 p.m. and 7 p.m., Good Friday,
April 15 and at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
Saturday, April 16. Seating
is limited and prepaid
reservations are required.
Tickets are $10 each and
are available in the church
lobby on Sundays before
and after worship services
and from the church office
during the week.

Celebrate the
Resurrection

Easter Sunday
8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10 a.m. 	Hillcrest University &
Discovery Town

Learning is
FUN at HCPS

VBS Returns
July 18-22

Learning about our five senses was fun
for the 3 and 4-year-olds at Hillcrest
Christian Preschool. Children used their
eyes to look through a kaleidoscope to see
tumbling colors, and Pastor Mark helped
the children use their
ears to hear music and
showed them how a
piano makes music.
The students also used
their sense of taste,
touch, and smell to
experience new things.

Make plans now to be part of the fun and
adventure of Mystery Island VBS where kids
will be tracking down the One True God July
18-22. Over 80 volunteers are needed each
day of VBS to provide a safe and fun experience
for up to 300 kids.

Enrollment is open
for the 2022-23
school year. Children
who are age 3 by
December 1 can enroll
in morning classes.
The afternoon 4-yearold program provides
pre-kindergarten
curriculum. Both
programs offer several
“day” options.
HCPS strives to
prepare children
socially and academically for kindergarten
in a nurturing Christian environment with a
focus on hands-on learning through play.
Applications are available online at www.
hillcrestjamestown.com or can be picked
up at the church office. Classes are filling
for next year, and space is limited, so don’t
delay!

A wide range of skills and interests are needed
to transport the Hillcrest campus to the tropics
for five mornings of energetic music, interactive
learning, fun games, creative projects, and tasty
treats. Our guides lead small groups of children
through their schedule of activities, getting to
know them, and being helpers and encouragers
along with way. We typically need up to 30 teen
and adult guides.
But that’s just one volunteer role! We also need
teachers for Bible lessons and science, craft
leaders and helpers, science assistants, game
leaders and helpers, nursery workers, snack
servers, plus a registration team, security team,
and tech team.
There are also plenty of opportunities on our Island
Support Staff for those who can’t be present
during VBS mornings. The decorating team will
be starting soon with a variety of tracing, painting,
cutting, sewing, and craft projects. They partner with the construction, set-up
and tear-down teams to create a colorful and stimulating environment for a
memorable experience. We also welcome behind-the-scenes staff who can
assist with clerical and administrative tasks like mailings, photocopying, and
record keeping. We cherish our prayer team members who commit to pray
regularly for VBS. Plus, so much more!
Stop by the display in the lobby to sign up for a role or roles where you
can join in our effort to shape young lives with God’s truth or contact VBS
Director Amy Livingston at 716-450-8272 to learn more.

Prayer for the Upside-Down Kingdom
No speech has transformed the world
more than the one given by Jesus on the
mountainside. We call the speech the
“Sermon on the Mount,” and it begins with
some of the most shocking, upside-down
statements ever made!
Jesus preached a new way of living
so that we might learn to live as free
citizens of this Kingdom wherever we
are in the world. But to do so, we must
be willing to unlearn, recalibrate, submit,

and prayerfully apply the teaching of his
sermon.
For 21 days, beginning Monday, April 25,
the Hillcrest church family will pray through
Jesus’ most remarkable speech, seeking
to be transformed from the inside out,
and asking God to use us in continuing
to turn the world upside down! 21 Day
Prayer Guides will be available and special Watch your Sunday bulletin, our website,
and social media for more details and
focuses are being planned for Sunday
prepare to pray!
services.

Roots Go Deep in Growth Groups
“I am so encouraged when I talk with people about our Growth Groups!” says Pastor Dan
who shepherds this ministry.

WHAT IS DEEP & WIDE?
8 priorities identified by
Hillcrest pastors and
leaders presented in the
spring of 2021. Think of
Deep & Wide as a 2-year plan with specific goals
that help us stay focused and moving forward.

HOW LONG WILL DEEP & WIDE LAST?
Presented as a 2-year plan, the initiative will
conclude June 30, 2023.

HOW ARE DEEP & WIDE PROJECTS
BEING FUNDED?
Through special designated gifts for the
Initiatives, Harvest Dinner offerings in 2021
and 2022, and grants.

IS DEEP & WIDE ONLY ABOUT
US AT HILLCREST?
Brian and Rachel Lusky, Converge missionaries to
Japan, were identified by the Missions Committee
to achieve the first priority of “sending out at least
one new missionary” with 10% of all Deep & Wide
giving going to their support.

WHAT PRIORITIES HAVE BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED?
1.	
Send out at least one new missionary (Brian &
Rachel Lusky)
2.	
Transition Family Ministry (Hire Ben for Youth/
Young Adults, Develop Teams)
3. Establish Young Adult Ministry (Unify launched)
4. Establish Senior Adult Ministry (SALT launched)
5. Double Growth Groups & Restart Sunday
classes (18 classes & groups now, instead of 9)

WHAT IS NEXT?
Updates to the auditorium and other areas of
the building: With funds provided by the 2021
Harvest Offering ($20,900 available) and an
anticipated $4000 grant from CRCF, we’re moving
forward with sanctuary/auditorium lighting and
electrical upgrades.
Develop counseling/recovery ministry and
partnerships: The goal is to not only address
the spiritual and emotional needs in the Hillcrest
family, but to provide a path to hope and
meaningful life change for those in our community
as well.
Still have questions? Visit
www.hillcrestjamestown.com for more details.

Lisa Langford, who now co-leads a group with Angela Rounds, started out as a participant
in one of our first groups. “It’s been an amazing way to connect with people in the first
service, since I attend second service. I love having people to pray for, and with, when
there are needs. It has blessed me immensely.”
Currently, 90 people are involved in 12 Growth Groups. Last month, Zach Gibbons started
a group for young adult men, and his wife, Faith, started a group for young adult women.
The Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Study led by Dora Wedlock just resumed after a
break for winter. Some groups meet once or twice per month, but most meet weekly.
One excited growth group member recently shared, “I love my growth group! We have
wonderful times of prayer, and we get to grow deeper in our walk with God and our
friendships with each other.”

What’s Happening with Youth
Outbound Youth is off to an exciting start in 2022. In early February,
several of our students attended a Winter Retreat at Camp Mission
Meadows - and what an amazing weekend it was! Over 100 students
from across the county gathered to hear a timely message about living
into the fullness of their identity and influence through Christ.
It was such a blessing for camp and the churches involved to host an
event like this after not being able to for the past two years. Thank you,
Hillcrest family, for your dedication to praying for our students. It will be
exciting to see how the Lord uses this retreat as an important spiritual
marker in the faith of our young people.
Ben & Abbey Soffel also lead an Impact Campus Fellowship club at
Persell Middle School. About 40 students in 6th and 7th grade join them weekly to make
new friends and hear God’s Word during their lunch period. To build deeper connections
with these students, the Soffels have also started an After-School Bible Study on Thursday
afternoons at the Hillcrest Family Center. God is at work in the lives of these students, and
we are praying that our relationship with Persell students & families will continue to grow.

Young Adults Connect & Grow
Our new Young Adult Ministry at Hillcrest is taking shape. Have you heard about all the
exciting things we are offering for young people in the Jamestown area?
In December, a kick-off event was held for a new young adult ministry group called
“UNIFIED”. Open to young adults between the ages of 18-30, Unified offers monthly
gatherings and events. These have included an ice cream social, a game night, and gone
snow tubing at Peek’n Peak.
The purpose of UNIFIED is to provide opportunities for young adults to connect with God
and others. In an increasingly confused, isolated, and divisive culture, we believe true
meaning, community, and unity is found in Jesus Christ and in His Church. The response
from young people has been very encouraging and has
reinforced that this type of ministry is so needed today.
Since the summer, Kara Erickson has led a Young Adult
Growth Group, providing a place for college-age young adults
to meet weekly and grow deeper in their faith. Meeting on
Sunday evenings, this Growth Group is developing a sense of
community.
Kara says, “It’s been great to see how God is working in the
lives of the young adults here at Hillcrest. Every week brings
excitement as I get to know people who are intent on learning
more about God and how we can share with others the good
news of Christ.”
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More coming events:
April
1
7
9
23
26
30

Camp Scholarship applications due
MOPS/MomsNext
SALT visit to Comedy Center
Ladies’ Craft Day
GriefShare begins
Spring Work Day

May

14 CLMI Men’s Breakfast @ Hillcrest

Ignite Men
Over 20 men gathered for the Ignite Men’s Impact Weekend live
stream at the Hillcrest Family Center March 11-12, connecting
with each other and gaining inspiration and motivation from a
variety of speakers.
The next event for men
comes to Hillcrest on
May 14 when we host the
Chautauqua Lake Men
of Integrity Breakfast.

Saturday

APRIL 8
1-2:30 p.m. or
2:30-4 p.m.
HILLCREST
Family Center

DON’T MISS
EASTER JAM!

Take a break from dyeing eggs
and stuffing baskets and invite
a friend to join your family in
discovering the true meaning of
Easter together.

Reservations required
Visit hillcrestjamestown.com to sign up

