
hillcresthighlights

September
7  AWANA Fun Fair/Registration
11   Preschool Open House
16   UNIFIED Cookout/Worship Night
24   Ladies’ Craft Day
28   See You at the Pole

October
2     Newcomer’s Lunch
7 Glory Way in Concert
8 Options Care Fall Festival
15 All-Church Work Day
16  Quarterly Gathering 

Fall 21 Days of Prayer Begins
22 SALT Lunch at Sprague’s

November
12-13 Harvest Weekend
17 SALT Potluck 
20  Thanksgiving Sunday  

at Hillcrest

All systems are a “go” for 
a timely launch of many of 
Hillcrest’ ministries this fall, 
and you can be part of the 
adventure!

Awana will blast off weekly 
beginning on Wednesday, 
September 7, at 6:30 pm. 
Children from age 3- grade 6 
are invited to join the weekly 
adventures where they will 
pray and play together, 
develop relationships, and 
learn and understand Bible 
verses that will stick with 
them throughout their life’s 
voyage. 

Discovery Town takes 
off at 10 am each Sunday 
morning in the Family 
Center, and re-enters the 
earth’s atmosphere at 
noon. Children grades 
K-5th grade are welcome 
to journey into God’s 
word; focusing on making 
wiser choices, building 
stronger relationships, and 
developing deeper faith. The 
focus is on spiritual growth 
and discovery, and learning 
is reinforced with hands on 
activities, media, music and 
movement for an engaging 

morning of exploration and 
community connection. 

Outbound Youth Ministry’s 
Fall Launch date is Sunday, 
September 11. Weekly 
meetings will lift off on 
Sunday evenings at 6:30, 
with re-entry at 8:30. Pastor 
Ben Soffel and the Youth 
Ministry Team look forward 
to a bright new season 
of learning, sharing, and 
growing with Junior and 
Senior High age students 
(gr. 6-12). 

Hillcrest Christian Preschool 
Administrator Laurie Lassiter 
shares the exciting fact that, 
“We are opening with full 
enrollment.” If you missed 
registration, all is not lost, 
as there is a waiting list 
available for some classes. 
Call the church office for 
more information. 

There are opportunities to 
be a part of the exciting 
things the Lord is going 
to do through these, 
and many more Hillcrest 
ministries, this Fall! Contact 
the Church Office or visit 
hillcrestjamestown.com for 
more information.
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Upcoming  
Events



Join us at Church for the  
2022 Child Discipleship Forum! 
Are you involved in a children’s ministry? Do you have children or 
grandchildren attending Awana or Discovery Town? If your answer is “YES!” 
this FREE Forum opportunity is for you! The Child Discipleship Forum, 
developed by the national Awana organization, will bring us a number 
of interesting and thought provoking speakers who will share about the 
importance of discipling our children. In this age of cultural moralism and 
church programming that relies on entertainment to keep kids in their seats, a 
discipleship focus is important. This forum is designed to lead us into our own 
deeper conversations about the faith journey and  discipleship of our children.

We’ll be Live Streaming conference speakers from Nashville, Tennessee  
on Sept 22 & 23; Video streaming will begin at 8:45, pre show starts at  
9:00 and the first speaker takes the stage at 9:30 am EDT. There will  
be lunch, and snack and chat breaks during the day, so please bring your  
lunch and a snack to share. Livestream will end at 5:30 pm on Thursday,  
and at 3:45 pm on Friday. For more information, check out the Forum  
website at resilientdisciples.com; and be sure to sign up at the Information 
Station today! 

Outbound Youth gathered at  
Camp Mission Meadows for a 
community-wide youth event  
to kick off the summer.

What’s Your SHAPE? 
S.H.A.P.E. is an in-depth study 
designed by Erik Rees and Rick 
Warren to bring your SPIRITUAL 
gifts into focus. You’ll listen to 
what your HEART is yearning 
for you to be and explore 
and discover your ABILITIES 
in the context of your own 
PERSONALITY, and work to 
understand how these elements 
come together in your own 
EXPERIENCE. 

God has designed you as a 
unique individual in your own 
shape. In this small group study 
led by Keith Erickson, we will 
unpack the five elements of 
God’s blueprint for creating you. 
Each session will include tools 
that will help bring clarity to 
your future goals, and to help 
you have the the most fulfilling 
life possible. 

This 6-session small group study 
will be held on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30- 8:30 in 
the Family Center, starting in 
late September. Sign up at 
the Information Station; study 
guides are available for a $10 
suggested donation.

“My friend, when God made you, 
He broke the mold—there is no 
one else like you. My prayer is 
that you will find freedom and 
renewed energy as you live and 
serve according to your SHAPE.”   
- Pastor & author Rick Warren

“God made you to make a 
difference- and this study will 
help you unlock your special 

contribution. Get ready to embark 
on a thrilling adventure of personal 

discovery.”  ~Lee Strobel

Outbound Youth  
Ready to Rocket
It was a great summer with 
Outbound Youth! As we launch 
into the fall season, Pastor Ben has 
several ways for students in Grades 6-12 
to connect. Starting in September, we 
will be offering two youth Sunday School 
classes as well as Youth Group on Sunday 
evenings. In October, we are headed 
to Camp Mission Meadows for a one-
night retreat. Ben is also very excited to 
introduce a new way for parents & families 
to engage with Family Dinners on the first 
Sunday night of each month. Check out 
some upcoming dates below:

Sunday, September 4th (10am)   
Fall Quarter of Youth Sunday  
School Begins

Sunday, September 11th (6:30-8:30pm)  
Fall Kick-Off Event!

Saturday, October 1st -  
Sunday, October 2nd  
Outbound Fall Retreat  
@ Mission Meadows

Sunday, October 9th (5:30pm) 
Family Dinner at Outbound



2022 Deep & Wide Initiatives Progressing
HARVEST OFFERING TO FUND SANCTUARY 
UPDATES & SPECIAL JAPAN PROJECT 

Last year, our pastors and ministry leaders prayerfully 
identified eight initiatives the Lord had for Hillcrest. 
Since then, the Lord has faithfully provided the 
resources to see six of those initiatives accomplished!  
One of these initiatives was updating our Sanctuary/
Auditorium, which we began earlier this year with 
much-needed electrical and lighting upgrades.

Next up: Seating, carpeting, paint, and other needed 
updates to the Sanctuary. Every Sunday morning, the 
Hillcrest Family gathers in our Sanctuary/Auditorium 
to worship the Lord and that means everyone will 
enjoy these improvements! Pastor Mark Hinman 
explains, “Our custodians and trustees have done a 
great job extending the life of our pews, but after 5 
decades of use, our particle-board seating is showing 
its age!” Various seating options are being considered 
with the help of an interior decorator. Plans will be 
announced this Fall, but the goal is for this year’s 
Harvest Offering to provide the majority of the 
needed renovation funds.  

A tithe (10%) of the Harvest Offering will also 
support a new missions initiative in Shirahama, 
Japan. Our missions partners in Japan, Brian 
& Rachel Lusky, explain that the ocean 
cliffs of Shirahama are the site of many 
young adult suicides. New staff have been 
recruited and planning is underway for a 
new initiative aimed to bringing the Hope 
of the Gospel to Japanese feeling lonely 
and desperate.

Watch for more renovation  
and Japan initiative  
details in your Sunday  
bulletin over the  
coming weeks. 

Japan
Shirahama

New 
Caregivers’ 
Group 
Provides 
Support

Caring for a loved one 
who is struggling with 
a medical condition, a 
mental health issue, or 
an addiction is often a 
stressful, demanding, and 
confusing experience. It 
can also be a lonely and 
isolating one, even though, 
in fact, the challenges of 
caregiving are experienced 
separately by many, many 
people in our church and 
beyond.

Sharing with others 
the burdens of caring 
for a loved one can be 
a powerful means of 
finding renewed hope 
and strength. This is the 
kingdom of God—a place 
where, with Christ as our 

King, we join together 
as a community of His 
people offering mutual 
encouragement and 
support. In that setting the 
Lord works to bring about 
growth and life even in 
seemingly overwhelming 
situations.

This fall, Hillcrest will 
begin offering a weekly 
caregivers’ support group 
for individuals caring 
for a loved one who is ill 
or in failing health. We 
also hope to soon start 
a separate group for 
individuals and families 
navigating life with a loved 
one who has an addiction 
or mental health issue. 
Pastor Steve Kilburn is also 

available to meet privately 
with anyone, and/or their 
loved ones, struggling 
with mental health and/or 
addiction challenges.

We all know that life can 
be hard, and that some 
seasons of life are harder 
than others. One burden 
the people of God should 
not have to bear is feeling 
alone in the midst of life’s 
hard seasons. Christ our 
risen and reigning Lord 
is always with us, and His 
presence and power are 
especially known when His 
people gather together 
to love and support one 
another.

Missionaries  
Brian & Rachel Lusky



New Hillcrest University Classes for Sunday Mornings 
Adults and youth have many opportunities for deeper 
learning and connection at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning. 

Adults can choose from two Bible book-based studies; 
and three Biblical thematic studies. 

BIBLE BOOK STUDY-BASED CLASSES                                             
Ecclesiastes: “Chasing after Meaning” An exploration of 
the hard questions found in this Old Testament book; 
discovering how faith in God is meaningful in today’s 
world. Libby Childs leads this study in room 120.                                                                                                         

Philippians: This class will be unpacking this book and 
learning what the Bible has to say to you today. Class 
will begin with a brief video lesson, followed by guided 
discussion led by Pastor Mark, John Rosenberger, and 
Bruce Sweeney. Class will meet in room 170 (the North 
Room). 

THEMATIC CLASSES 
The Chosen (season 2). Class begins with video clips 
from the popular series about the life of Christ; discussion 
follows, led by Dan and Shirley Swenson. Class will be held 
in room 400. 

Ministry in Hard Places: A class with practical experience 
and field trips! Pastor Steve Kilburn will work to equip 

learners to be ambassadors in places that most of us are 
inclined to avoid. Class will include presentations, readings, 
discussions, and prayer, in addition to the practical 
experience and field trips. (Room 330) 

Purpose in Christian Life and Marriage:  A video-based 
class featuring Tim Tebow and Kirk Cameron, this class is 
facilitated by Carli Wright, and is held in room 350. 

YOUTH CLASSES 
On Sunday mornings, our Middle School students (grades 
5-7) will be voyaging into the Old Testament, learning how 
these old, old stories relate to us today. Holly Anderson 
and Lisa Langford are the leaders, and the class meets in 
room 420.  

High School students (grades 8-12) will be studying 
leaders in the Bible, discussing, and applying their 
leadership to their lives today. Pastor Ben Soffel and 
student leaders will guide this class on their journey, which 
meets in room 410. 

Parenting is a difficult job. And 
what you do as a parent or 
caregiver every day and every 
week matters. If this truth 
resonates with you, and you are 
interested in connecting with 
others who share the desire to 
intentionally embrace God’s 

wisdom in parenting, join Michelle Mattson for our new 
Intentional Parenting Growth Group.

Launching this Fall and meeting the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday’s of the month from 6:30- 8 pm, this group 
is designed for moms and dads to drop their kids off at 
AWANA and then stay for the group. However, you don’t 
need to have a child in AWANA to attend. If you are a 
parent, grandparent, or caregiver of a child, birth through 
high school, you are welcome to join this group.

Parent-friendly meeting dates are: 9/28, 10/12, 10/26 and 
11/9. There is a seasonal break; and meetings will resume 
in January 2023. 

Study authors Doug and Cathy Fields explain, “We’re in 
a battle for the souls of our children. But in this fight, we 
can win with intentional 
parenting. By embracing 
God’s wisdom and 
guidance, we, as parents, 
grandparents or guardians 
can instill the values and 
qualities that we want our 
children to have. Explore 
solid, basic principles 
found in God’s word and 
successfully shape your 
children’s lives.” 

Parents to Get  
a Power-Up



This new season of 21 Days 
of Prayer will run Sunday, 
October 26, through 
Saturday, November 5, 
2022. We will follow Daniel 
Henderson’s “21 Days of 
Transforming Prayer.”  

It’s no wonder that so 
many people are 
discouraged with prayer. 
Instead of a genuine 
encounter with God, we 
often find ourselves 
praying through our 
‘grocery lists’ of prayer 
requests, seeking  God’s 
hand rather than His face. 
Are you looking for 
renewal in your prayer life?  

21 Days of Transforming Prayer 
is a step by step daily guide to 
daily spiritual devotion that will 
help you focus on the worship 
that will change your prayer 
life. This devotional is designed 
to overcome common prayer 
barriers, to spark your spirit 
with selected Scriptures, and 
and to awaken your prayer life 
with simple Biblical patterns of 
prayer. 

So many ways to participate: 

Daily Prayer Guides (Printed) 
are available  from the 
Information Station beginning 
October 2, 2022 (suggested 
donation $5) and Daily Prayer 
podcasts will also be available. 

We will be incorporating 
focused  worshipful prayer into 
our Sunday worship services; 
and after services, leaders will 
be praying for, and with, 
individuals who wish to join 
them. 

Join us on this new adventure 
in Transforming Prayer alone in 
your prayer closet, in 
connecting with a prayer 
partner, during and after 
services in concert with our 
church family, or on your own 
schedule, via the podcast. Let’s 
prayerfully anticipate the Lord’s 
transforming power during this 
special prayer emphasis!

Santisuk means Peace in the 
Thai language. Pastor Steve and 
Nopaluck Cable have been engaged 
in their mission to bring the peace 
and joy of Jesus to the people of 
Thailand since 1993. And what an 
amazing mission it has grown to be! 

Santisuk English School is a 
government approved English 
Language school located in the 
bustling and vibrant city of Bangkok. 
Thailand (formerly Siam) was never 
colonized by an English-speaking 
power, so the Santisuk School is 
uniquely positioned to bring the 
love of Jesus along with the English 
language to the Thai people. The 
Thai people are a good people who 
crave spiritual connection. Their King 
is Buddhist, and he is charged with 
being the upholder of the religions of 
the people of Thailand. This means 
that Christianity is upheld in this land 
of many gods and many faiths, and 
that the Cables are able to live and 
work to spread the Word of God to 
the people here in Bangkok. 

OUTREACH: 
Santisuk reaches out to young (and 
not so young) adults who want to 
learn English in order move up, or 
earn salary increases in a specific 
business, or to generally improve 
their career prospects. There are 
also classes for school age children 
whose parents want them to have the 

advantages of learning English early. 

It is part of the curriculum to speak 
about all sorts of topics including 
politics, pop culture, sports, 
world events and Jesus. Santisuk 
schoolteachers are missionary 
volunteers who are genuinely 
interested in the people they are 
working with, and often love to 

spend time with students outside of 
official class hours learning about the 
city and the peoples of Bangkok.

Since 2016, when the Cables 
repurposed their large downtown 
Santisuk parking lot into 3 regulation 
sized Pickleball courts, and a 
basketball court, the popular sports 
have brought people into Santisuk. 
The transformation of the valuable 
parking lot space into recreational 
space has been a game changer for 
the school. It allows the students 
to work together as a team playing 
a popular sport and forms another 
basis for relationships to grow. 
Around the outside perimeter of the 
courts, the school rents vendor space 
to various food and other vendors, 
creating an even more vibrant 
English-speaking social scene in the 
district.

These social outreaches provide time 
for more personal speaking practice, 
and time for building relationships. It 
is the conversations about Jesus that 
have transformed lives and are at the 
heart of the ministry of the Cables 
and those who teach with them at 
Santisuk. If you want to support the 
ministry at Santisuk, please feel free 
to mark your gift for Steve Cable/
Santisuk. If you want to learn more 
about this amazing vibrant ministry, 
and their many church plants, check 
out santisuk.org and be prepared to 
be blown away! 

Spreading Jesus’ 
Peace in

In late August, our Pastors, Missions 
Team members and deacons led the 
church family in praying over veteran 
missionaries to Thailand, Steve & 
Nopaluck Cable.

21 Days of 
Transforming  
Prayer
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GloryWay Quartet  
in Concert! 

Friday, October 7 at 7 pm 
Love Offering to be received

It was an exciting 
time as our 
preschool staff 
connected with 
incoming students 
and parents at 
the “Popsicles on 
the Playground” 
evening at 
Kaylee’s Place. 
The preschool is 
looking forward to a 
great year with full 
enrollment.

Harvest Dinner Planned for Saturday, November 12
Last year’s Harvest Dinner in November was 
the first big all-church dinner since the 
Covid-19 pandemic receded. Hillcrest Chefs 
Keith & Wendy Erickson were joined in  
the kitchen by several dedicated servants 
including Michele Harms, Kim and Dale 
Arzner, and Kim Johnson. Mark your 
calendar now and save Saturday, November 
12 for the 2022 Harvest Dinner. Reservations 
will begin in early October.


